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Paul Prays for the Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 3:11 – 13

Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) made the following comment about prayer: 

“How blessed it is to hear some aged saint, who has long walked with God and enjoyed intimate communion with Him, pouring out his heart before Him in adoration and supplication. But how much more blessed should we esteem it could we have listened to the utterances of those who companied with Christ in person during the days when He tabernacled in this scene. And if one of the apostles were still here upon earth what a high privilege we should deem it to hear him engage in prayer! Such a high privilege that most of us would be willing to go to considerable inconvenience and to travel a long distance in order to be thus favored. And if our desire were granted, how closely we would listen to his words, how diligently we would seek to treasure them up in our memories. Well, no such inconvenience, no such journey, is required: it has pleased the Holy Spirit to record quite a number of the apostolic prayers for our instruction and satisfaction.”

Paul often records for us his prayers…

This prayer refers to the leadership of God in their lives, to bring good things when Jesus returns…

The following chapters will highlight required lifestyle and the results it brings… 

1. One of the desires Paul has is to return to visit them – 1 Thessalonians 3:11 

He has expressed his desire and problem –                         1 Thessalonians 2:17, 18
Paul does not tell us how Satan hindered him nor does he offer a solution to the problem…except

That the Lord Jesus would “clear the way” –                       1 Thessalonians 3:11
The verb translated “clear” can mean “straighten” or “direct” 
The point is that Paul looked to Jesus to reunite him with the church there

It would appear that Paul did return to Thessalonica after spending considerable time in Ephesus on his third missionary journey
2. That They Might Abound in Love, and Be Blameless at the Lord’s Return – 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13
The Thessalonians have already been commended for their “labor prompted by love” – 1 Thessalonians 1:3
Love is to be a characteristic of God’s people –            John 13:34, 35

It is the Lord who helps make love, and all spiritual virtues, grow 

It is the very character of God which we are challenged to imitate 

God’s love is shown in our justification – Romans 3:30; John 1:12, 13

Also in our sanctification God continues to work in us - 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Jude 1; Ephesians 5:25 – 27
Love is an evidence of sanctification – 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 3:6
The word here, agape, reflects the idea of love, affectionate regard, goodwill, benevolence 

With reference to God's love, it is God's willful direction toward man 

Results in God doing what He knows is best for man, not necessarily what man desires

Generally, God’s love, also as in 1 Corinthians 4:21, means full of love, all love 

Most specifically the love of God or of Christ 
The love which God and Christ exercises towards Christians is to be the goal for Christians for each other and mankind in general

Paul wants the brethren at Thessalonica to abound in that love which is the purest and noblest –                 Romans 13:8 – 10; 1 John 3:16, 17

Paul asked that their love would increase and abound... for one another – 1 Thessalonians 3:12

There are more than thirty "one another" or “each other” passages in the NT – 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Romans 12:10; 13:8; 2 The3ssalonians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11; 2 John 5 
“And for everyone else…” 

They needed to love, even those who chose to be their enemies – Matthew 5:43 – 48
Elsewhere we are told to pursue peace –                   Romans 12:18

Do good - Galatians 6:10
Be patient - Ephesians 4:2 
Pray for - 1 Timothy 2:1 
Be gentle - Titus 3:2
Honor others - 1 Peter 2:17
Paul gives himself as an example…can we do that?

Paul wants them to be blameless when the Lord returns – 1 Thessalonians 3:13
This comes through their active faith – Romans 5:1, 2
Paul comes back to this in his letter to them –                   1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24

The being most interested in the status of our heart is God 

He has done everything in His power to provide us with peace through His Son

Paul knew the promise of Christ's return was the kernel of believers' hope 
He enlarges on this in 4:13-18 which we will study in due course

Confidence in the Lord’s return for His people gives reason for confidence and effort

Sinning believers are not eager for the Lord’s return

I suppose, unbelievers, could care less

The response of believers is explained by John -                1 John 3:3
Peter also chimes in - 1 Peter 1:13 - 19
The image of Jesus being present with all of His people – 1 Thessalonians 3:13 – speaks of shared triumph
Song: What a Day That Will Be

